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Language and Literature 7 Advanced Studies

Unit title Expository Writing MYP year 2 Unit duration (hrs) 35

Mastering Content and Skills through INQUIRY (Establishing the purpose of the Unit): What will students learn?

GSE Standards

Reading Literary:
I can cite text-based evidence that provides the strongest support for my analysis of literary text. (RL.7.1)
I can analyze how specific dialogue or incidents in a plot propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. (RL.7.3)
I can determine the meaning of words and phrases in literary text (figurative, connotative, and technical meanings) (RL.7.4)
I can analyze the impact of word choice on meaning and tone (analogies or allusions). (RL.7.4)
I can compare and contrast the structure of multiple texts. (RL.7.5)
I can analyze how different structures impact the meaning and style of a text. (RL.7.5)

Reading Informational:
I can cite text-based evidence that provides the strongest support for an analysis of informational text. (RI.7.1)
I can determine a theme or the central ideas of an informational text.
I can analyze the development of a theme or central idea throughout the text (including its relationship to supporting ideas). (RI.7.2)
I can objectively summarize informational text. (RI.7.2)
I can analyze the connections and distinctions between individuals, ideas or events in a text. (RI.7.3)
I can determine the meaning of words and phrases in text (figurative, connotative, and technical meanings). (RI.7.4)
I can analyze the impact of word choice on meaning and tone (analogies or allusions). (RI.7.4)

Writing:
I can write informative/explanatory texts that convey ideas and concepts using
I can produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to task, purpose and audience. (W.7.4)
With support from peers and adults, I can use the writing process to ensure that purpose and audience have been addressed. (W.7.5)
I can conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question). (W.7.7)
I can use several sources in my research. (W.7.7)
I can use evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (W.7.9)
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Speaking and Listening:
I can effectively engage in discussions with diverse partners about eighth-grade topics, texts, and issues. (SL.7.1)
I can express my own ideas clearly during discussions. (SL.7.1)
I can build on others’ ideas during discussions. (SL.7.1)

Language:
I can use correct grammar and usage when writing or speaking. (L.7.1)
I can use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling to send a clear message to my reader. (L.7.2)
I can use a variety of strategies to determine the meaning of unknown words or phrases. (L.7.4)
I can analyze figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (L.7.5)
I can accurately use eighth-grade academic vocabulary to express my ideas. (L.7.7)
I can use resources to build my vocabulary. (L.7.7)

William and Mary Language Art Goals:
Goal 1: To develop analytical and interpretive skills in literature and informational text. (RL1, RI1, RL2, RI2, RL5, RI5)
Goal 2: To develop persuasive, argumentative, creative, and expository writing skills. (W1, W2, W4, W5, W10)
Goal 3: To develop linguistic competency. (RL4, RI4, L1, L2, L3, L4)
Goal 4: To develop listening/oral communication skills.(SL1, SL4)
Goal 5: To develop reasoning skills in the language arts. (RL6, RI6, RL7, RI7, RI8, W1, SL5, SL6

Goal 6: To understand the concept of courage in the language arts. (RL3, RI3)

Key concept Related concept(s) Global context

Perspective

Time, space, and place
Students will explore the position from which we observe
situations, objects, facts, ideas, opinions.Perspective may be
associated with individuals, groups, cultures or disciplines.
Different perspectives often lead to multiple representations
and interpretations.

Purpose: The students will explore (in literary
terms) the creator’s intentions in producing the
text. This concept could also engage students in
exploration of meaning, thesis/argument, gender,
age, bias, persuasive techniques, function, critical
stance, message and culture.

Setting: A real time period and geographical location or a
fictional world and unfamiliar time period. Setting also
includes the physical landscape, climate, weather, and
the societal and cultural surroundings that serve as a
backdrop for the action.  Setting is revealed through the
exposition of a story.

Fairness and Development

Students will explore rights and responsibilities; the
relationship between communities; access to equal
opportunities; peace and conflict resolution
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Statement of inquiry

A character’s personal experience can determine their perspective and impact their development.

Inquiry questions

Factual:

What is perspective?

Conceptual:

In what ways is meaning constructed, negotiated, expressed and interpreted?

How and why are readers affected by texts?

Debatable:

How do texts offer insights and challenges to individual and global perspectives?

MYP Objectives Assessment Tasks

What specific MYP objectives will be addressed during this

unit?

Relationship between summative assessment task(s) and

statement of inquiry:

List of common formative and summative assessments.

MYP Criterion A: Analyzing

1. Analyze the content, context, language, structure,

technique and style of text(s) and the relationships among

texts.

2. Analyze the effects of the creator’s choices on an

audience.

3. Justify opinions and ideas, using examples, explanations

and terminology

MYP Criterion B: Analyzing

1. Students will use organizational structures that serve the

context and intention.

2. Students will organize opinions and ideas in a coherent

and logical manner.

Based on the texts in this unit, students will select an
expository topic connected to fairness and development.

Formative Assessment(s):

All Quiet on the Western Front - Comprehensive
Assessments

● Chapters 1-4
● Chapters 5-8
● Chapters 9-12

Expository Outline:

Gathering Evidence Organizer and Outline

William and Mary Art and Poetry Project

Option I
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3. Use referencing and formatting tools to create a

presentation style suitable to the context and intention

MYP Criterion C: Producing Text

1. Students will produce texts that demonstrate insight,

imagination and sensitivity while exploring and reflecting

critically on new perspectives and ideas arising from

personal engagement with the creative process

2.Make stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and

visual devices, demonstrating awareness of impact on an

audience

3. Select relevant details and examples to develop ideas.

MYP Criterion D: Using Language

1. Students will use appropriate and varied vocabulary,

sentence structure and forms of expression.

3. Students will use correct grammar, syntax, and
punctuation.

Much of the writing of the battle scenes in All Quiet on the
Western Front uses prose that is lyrical and blended into vivid
imagery, much like poetry. Reread or scan chapters 6 to 10
again. Take notes of interesting or striking sentences. Using
the sentences you gather, write a poem that reflects the
horror the soldiers saw and felt. (You may actually use the
sentences or merely have them to be a launching point for
you.) Once you have written your poem, title it, type it, then
creatively illustrate it.

Option II
Select an existing poem written about the First World War and
create an appropriate presentation of the poem including an
illustration. The poem may be on the same sheet or on a
separate one. Make sure that the layout, border, font, and
illustration are linked to and appropriate for the mood of the
poem. You may not do any of the poems that were covered in
language arts or social studies. Some excellent sources of First
World War poetry are:

First World War Poetry Digital Archives
http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/ww1lit/

Poets and Poetry of the Great War
http://www.pitt.edu/~pugachev/greatwar/poetrypage.htm

Option III
Select a work of visual art pertaining to the First World War
and write an original poem about it appropriate to the work.
Prepare a visual presentation of your poem in the same
manner as the other options. Be sure to include the work of
art in your presentation. Do not enlarge your artwork to the
point that it becomes distorted. Colored artwork should be
printed in color. An excellent source of First World War
painting is:

World War I Art and Artists
http://www.angelfire.com/ca/hmhsllandoverycastle/worldwa
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r1.html

Army Art of WWI
http://www.history.army.mil/html/artphoto/pripos/wwi1.htm
l

Option IV
Postcards are and were a popular form for communicating a
brief message, even during World War I. Examine some of the
postcards pertaining to the First World War and create an
original postcard. You may use clip art, tracings, etc. Then
write an original message to or from Paul or one of his
buddies. Be sure to include important details such as a
caption, an address, and a stamp for your piece. Some
excellent sources of First World War postcards are:

Propaganda Postcards from the Great War
http://www.ww1-propaganda-cards.com/

WWI Postcards
http://freepages.military.rootsweb.com/~worldwarone/WWI/
Postcards/ Belgium.html

Postcards from World War One
http://www.angelfire.com/fl/atacamasam/postcard.html

Option V
Design a project that includes ideas about World War I and All
Quiet on the Western Front by combining writing and visual
arts. See teacher for approval before going ahead with this
one.

MYP Rubric: A-D

Summative Assessment(s):

Expository Essay:

*Students choose an overall topic and develop their own

prompt.
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*Prompts should be connected in some way to fairness &

development:

1. Overall Topic: Military Draft/ Military Service
a. Ideas for Expository Prompts:

i. Abandonment of the
draft/mandatory military service in
the U.S.

ii. Change of U.S. Patriotism over
time.

iii. Your Choice
2. Overall Topic: Environmental Issues

a. Ideas for Expository Prompts:
i. Effects of gasoline and diesel

powered engines on the
environment.

ii. Mandatory student participation in
service projects in order to
graduate from high school.

iii. Your Choice
3. Overall Topic: Conformity vs Individuality

a. Ideas for Expository Prompts:
i. Beauty standards

ii. Beauty standards in different
countries.

iii. Social Media & Self Image/Worth
iv. Your Choice

4. Overall Topic: Poverty/ Social Inequalities
a. Ideas for Expository Prompts:

i. Qualifications for Section 8
housing.

ii. Effects of living in poverty.
iii. Violence in the music, film, and

television that children in the U.S.
consume.

iv. Your Choice
5. Overall Topic: Differently Abled Individuals

a. Ideas for Expository Prompts:
i. Pick a type of disability and present

information.
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ii. Effects of having a certain ability/
disability.

iii. Your Choice
6. Overall Topic: Development of Personal Identity

a. Ideas for Expository Prompts:
i. How children become adults.

ii. How values and beliefs change.
iii. Your Choice

MYP Rubric: A-D

Expository Presentations :

a) Based on your expository essay topic, create

a visual presentation/ product to

demonstrate your information.

i) Artwork and a written explanation

ii) Video

iii) Write and act out a scene

iv) Poster

v) Collage and written explanation

vi) Sculpture and written explanation

vii) Prezi

viii) Interview

ix) Other

b) You may choose up to 3 partners. The

partners you choose cannot have the same

essay prompt.

i) For example: Your partner could

have the prompt of “effects of

living in poverty” and your prompt

could be “violence in the music

industry.” So you may have similar

prompts under the same topic, but

NOT the same prompt.

c) With your partner(s), you must make a

connection between your prompts and
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create an overall TOPIC to focus on for your

presentation.

d) Choose a format for your presentation and

get it approved.

e) Each presentation must have a written

explanation prepared (someone will walk up

to you and you need to be able to explain

your product/presentation).

MYP Rubric: C-D

Approaches to learning (ATL)

Thinking:
Gather and organize relevant information to formulate an idea or argument
Evaluate evidence and arguments
Develop contrary or opposing arguments

Communication:
Write for different purposes.  Read closely and critically to make inferences and draw conclusions
Use a variety of media to communicate with a range of audiences

MCS  Unit 4. Last Reviewed: 3/2023  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed using the local school process.



Learning Experiences

Add additional rows as needed.

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Personalized Learning and Differentiation

All information included by PLC in the
differentiation box is the responsibility and
ownership of the local school to review and

approve per Board Policy IKB.

CLE 1: William and Mary Models ● Literature Web Model

● Vocabulary Web Model

● Taba Model of Concept Development - Change Model

● The Reasoning Model

● The Writing Process Model

Teacher’s may choose any text aligned with the global context to model and introduce the 5

teaching models. Students will be able to complete and apply the 5 models to future texts.

Prefill certain elements of the model

Model the completion of the webs and
release students with a cold text

CLE 2: William and Mary Character Chart Lesson 15B - Students will complete the Character Chart for All Quiet on the Western Front.

They will briefly describe each character below and their importance in the novel. Note
evidence of characters developing and displaying courage.

Provide students with a character chart
model

CLE 3: Literature Circles

Content Resources

Additional supports in this unit should include:

Anchor Text:
All Quiet on the Western Front (830L)

Small Group:
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